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Marshall suggested that the European nations themselves set up a program for reconstruction, with United

States assistance. This speech marked the official beginning of the Economic Recovery 
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Marshall prioritized rebuilding Europe in part because of his fear that an economically weak Europe would

align with the Soviet Union and turn to communism. In support of 
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The initiative was named after United States secretary of state George C. Marshall. The plan had bipartisan

support in Washington, where the Republicans controlled Congress and the Democrats 
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